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DETAILED ACTION 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 



1 . The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

2. Claims 1-12, are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Fukasaka (EP 0 860 978 A2). 

With respect to claim 1, Fukasaka discloses an image sensing apparatus$(l01 
of fig 1), comprising: image sensing means (13 of fig 2), for image-sensing an object 
and outputting an image signal, see (col. 6, lines 23-26); signal processing means ^141 
of fig 9) for converting the image signal outputted from said image sensing means (140 
of fig 9) into digital image data, see (col. 12, lines 32-33); transmission/reception means 
(l/F 26 of fig 30), for transmitting/receiving data with an information processing 
apparatus (203 of fig 3), connected to said image sensing apparatus (103 of fig 3) via a 
cable or wireless communication, see (USB interface, col.9, lines 35-38); and signal 
generation means (1 1 of fig 3), for generating a trigger signal to perform image-sensing 
related operation, see (col. 10, lines 20-25), wherein if said image sensing apparatus 
(103 of fig 3), and said information processing apparatus (203 of fig 3) are connected to 
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each other and said information processing apparatus (203 of fig 3) is in a suspended 
status, said image sensing apparatus (103 of fig 3) transmits a resume signal via said 
transmission/reception means (l/F 26 of fig 3) to said information processing apparatus, 
computer (203 of fig 3) in accordance with said trigger signal (trigger signal triggered bu 
button 11 of fig 3). 

With respect to claim 2, Fukasaka discloses the image sensing apparatus (103 
of fig 3), further comprising recording means (24 of fig 3) for recording said digital image 
data, see (col. 10, lines 1-5). 

With respect to claim 3, Fukasaka discloses the image sensing apparatus (103 
of fig 3), further comprising a switch (buttons 1 1 of fig 30), having at least a first contact 
to start image-sensing preparation operation, see (col. 10, lines 20-23) and a second 
contact to start image sensing operation see (col. 10, lines 20-23) and digital image-data 
formation and recording, wherein when said first contact is turned on, (when button 1 1 
of fig 3, is turned on), said image sensing apparatus transmits said resume signal to 
said information processing apparatus (203 of fig 3). 

With respect to claim 4, Fukasaka discloses the image sensing apparatus (103 
of fig 3), further comprising a switch having at least a first contact to start image-sensing 
preparation operation, see (col. 10, lines 10-15) and a second contact to start image 



Application/Control Number: 09/542,551 
Art Unit: 2624 



Page 4 



sensing operation (1 1 of fig 3, a button for application request , see (col. 10 , lines 20- 
25), and digital image-data formation and recording, (24 of fig 3, a recording means) 
wherein when said second contact is turned on, said image sensing apparatus 9103 of 
fig 3) transmits said resume signal to said information processing apparatus (203 of fig 
3). 

With respect to claim 5, Fukasaka discloses the image sensing apparatus 9103 
of fig 3), further comprising a switch (1 1 of fig 3) having at least a first contact to start 
image-sensing preparation operation, (power switch see col. 10, lines 20-24), and a 
second contact (shutter button 11 of fig 3, see (col. 10, lines 10-15) start image sensing 
operation and digital image-data formation and recording, see (col. 10, lines 10-15), 
wherein when said second contact has been turned on and said image sensing 
operation, see (col. 10, lines 20-25), and said digital image-data formation and recording 
have been completed, said image sensing apparatus (103 of fig 3), transmits said 
resume signal to said information processing apparatus (computer 203 of fig 3). 

With respect to claim 6, Fukasaka discloses the image sensing apparatus (103 
of fig 3), wherein said signal generation means (13 of fig 3) is a particular switch (button 
11 of fig 3) provided in said image sensing apparatus 9103 of fig 3). 

With respect to claim 7, Fukasaka discloses the image sensing apparatus (103 
of fig 3), further comprising display means (30 of fig 3) for performing predetermined 



# 
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display, wherein if said image sensing apparatus (103 of fig 3) and said information 
processing apparatus (203 of fig 3) are connected to each other (via l/F 26 of fig 3) and 
said information processing apparatus (computer 203 of fig 3), is in the suspended 
status, said display means (30 of fig 3) displays information indicating that said 
information processing apparatus (203 of fig 1) is suspended. 

With respect to claim 8, Fukasaka discloses the image sensing apparatus (103 
of fig 3), wherein said transmission/reception means (l/F 26 of fig 3) is based on the 
USB (Universal Serial Bus) specification, see (col.9, lines 35-39). 

With respect to claim 9, Fukasaka discloses a control method for an image 
sensing apparatus (103 of fig 3), comprising: image sensing means (13 of fig 3) for 
image-sensing an object and outputting an image signal, see (col. 6, 23-26); signal 
processing means (14 of fig 2), for converting the image signal outputted from said 
image sensing means (103 of fig 3) into digital image data; transmission reception 
means (l/F 26 of fig 3), for transmitting/receiving data with an information processing 
apparatus (203 of fig 3) connected to said image sensing apparatus (103 of fig 3) via a 
cable (USB cable , see (col.9, lines 35-37), or wireless communication see (col.9, lines 
35-37); and signal generation means (1 1 of fig 3) for generating a trigger signal to 
perform image-sensing related operation, see (col. 10, lines 50-53), said method 
comprising a step of, if said image sensing apparatus (103 of fig 3) and said information 
processing apparatus (203 of fig 3), are connected to each other and said information 
processing apparatus (203 of fig 3) is in a suspended status, transmitting a resume 
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signal, see (col.10 f lines 50-53), from said image sensing apparatus (103 of fig 3) via 
said transmission/reception means (l/F 26 of fig 3) to said information processing 
apparatus, (203 of fig 3) in accordance with said trigger signal, see (col. 10, lines 50-53). 

With respect to claim 10, Fukasaka discloses a storage medium (RAM of fig 13) 
containing a control program for controlling an image sensing apparatus (103 of fig 3), 
see (col. 13, lines 25-28), comprising: image sensing means (103 of fig 3), for 
image-sensing an object and outputting an image signal ,see (col.6, lines 23-26); signal 
processing means (14 of fig 2), for converting the image signal outputted from said 
image sensing means (103 of fig 3), into digital image data see (col.6, lines 23-26); 
transmission reception means (l/F 26 of fig 3), for transmitting/receiving data with an 
information processing apparatus (computer 203 of fig 3), connected to said image 
sensing apparatus (103 of fig 3) via a cable or wireless communication, (USB cable see 
col. 9, lines 35-37); and signal generation means (14 of fig 2) for generating a trigger 
signal to perform image-sensing related operation, see (col. 10, lines 49-55), said 
control program having code for, (software application program code stored in RAM 220 
of computer 302 of fig 3), if said image sensing apparatus (103 of fig 3), and said 
information processing apparatus (computer 203 of fig 3) are connected to each other 
and said information processing apparatus (203 of fig 3) is in a suspended status, 
transmitting a resume signal from said image sensing apparatus (103 of fig 3) via said 
transmission/reception means (USB cable, see col. 9, lines 36-38) to said information 
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processing apparatus, (203 of fig 3) in accordance with said trigger signal, see (col. 10, 
lines 50-53). 

With respect to claim 1 1 , Fukasaka discloses a method an image sensing 
apparatus (103 of fig 3), see (col. 13, lines 25-28), image sensing apparatus (103 of fig 
3), for image-sensing an object and outputting an image signal ,see (col. 6, lines 23-26); 
signal processing means (14 of fig 2), for converting the image signal outputted from 
said image sensing means (103 of fig 3), into digital image data see (col.6, lines 23-26); 
transmission reception means (l/F 26 of fig 3), for transmitting/receiving data with an 
information processing apparatus (computer 203 of fig 3), connected to said image 
sensing apparatus (103 of fig 3) via a cable or wireless communication, (USB cable see 
col.9, lines 35-37); and signal generation means (14 of fig 2) for generating a trigger 
signal to perform image-sensing related operation, see (col. 10, lines 49-55), said 
control program having code for, (software application program code stored in RAM 220 
of computer 302 of fig 3), if said image sensing apparatus (103 of fig 3), and said 
information processing apparatus (computer 203 of fig 3) are connected to each other 
and said information processing apparatus 9203 of fig 3) is in a suspended status, 
transmitting a resume signal from said image sensing apparatus (103 of fig 3) via said 
transmission/reception means (USB cable, see col.9, lines 36-38) to said information 
processing apparatus, (203 of fig 3) in accordance with said trigger signal, see (col. 10, 
lines 50-53). 
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With respect to claim 12, Fukasaka discloses a control apparatus for controlling 
an image sensing apparatus comprising: an image sensing apparatus (103 of fig 3), 
see (col. 13, lines 25-28), image sensing apparatus (103 of fig 3), for image-sensing an 
object and outputting an image signal ,see (col. 6, lines 23-26); signal processing means 
(14 of fig 2), for converting the image signal outputted from said image sensing means 
(103 of fig 3), into digital image data see (col.6, lines 23-26); transmission reception 
means (l/F 26 of fig 3), for transmitting/receiving data with an information processing 
apparatus (computer 203 of fig 3), connected to said image sensing apparatus (103 of 
fig 3) via a cable or wireless communication, (USB cable see col. 9, lines 35-37); and 
signal generation means (14 of fig 2) for generating a trigger signal to perform 
image-sensing related operation, see (col. 10, lines 49-55), said control program having 
code for, (software application program code stored in RAM 220 of computer 302 of fig 
3), if said image sensing apparatus (103 of fig 3), and said information processing 
apparatus (computer 203 of fig 3) are connected to each other and said information 
processing apparatus 9203 of fig 3) is in a suspended status, transmitting a resume 
signal from said image sensing apparatus (103 of fig 3) via said transmission/reception 
means (USB cable, see col. 9, lines 36-38) to said information processing apparatus, 
(203 of fig 3) in accordance with said trigger signal, see (col. 10, lines 50-53). 

2. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communication from 
Examiner should be directed to Negussie Worku whose telephone number is 
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(703) 305 5441. 

The Examiner can normally be reached on M-F, 9 am - 6 pm if attempts to reach 
the Examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the Examiner's Supervisor, David Moore, 
can be reached on (703) 308-7452. 

The fax phone number for the organization where this application or proceeding 
is assigned is (703) 306-5406, and any inquiry of general nature or relating to the status 
of this application or proceeding should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone 
number is (703) 305-3900. 
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